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1 Name of Child/Ministry Participant 

  

 

 

    (Insert Church Logo Here)  

Parent Questionnaire for Children with Special Considerations 

_________________________ Church cares for each participant in children’s ministry 

programming.  These questions are asked for the benefit of your child and so that we may provide the best 

experience and safest environment for everyone involved.  Our church and our children’s ministry 

workers respect your family’s right to privacy. Any information shared from this form is communicated 

directly with those caring for your child and only on a “need to know” basis.   Please answer the below 

questions that apply to your child and that may help our church best minister to your child. 

Form Completed by:   Name of church representative conducting the interview and typing the answers,  

name of person answering questions (usually a parent).          

Date:  05/22/12 

Participant Name:  Jennifer Doe   DOB:   07/26/2004 

Parent Contact:  Parent name, email, cell phone number.  Parents often love to get communication during 

the child’s first day of participation.  You may want to text a picture of the child doing something fun, etc. 

during church. 

Placement:  Notes from interviewer with suggestions for placement.  Special Needs coordinator may need 

to consult with children’s pastor or other kidmin leaders to select the best fit for the child.  A particular 

class’ schedule, the demeanor and teaching style of a volunteer leader, and other factors may all influence 

the placement of the child.  And the placement may change with some trial and error or fluctuating needs 

of the child. 

My child has the following diagnosis, medical condition or learning difference:  Obtaining the diagnosis 

for a child is not crucial to developing a successful plan for a child.  But asking the question opens the 

door for more conversation.  The more a parent will share about a child, the greater the likelihood of 

success.  The goal of the conversation in this section is to learn about the child’s specific needs and 

abilities as well what has and has not worked in other settings for the child.  And if the church 

representative conducting the interview is familiar with some common diagnoses, it may prompt them to 

ask additional and related questions.   
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Once learning about a child’s diagnosis, the interviewer may find an accepted definition associated with a 

diagnosis and paste it in this section for future reference.     

You can go to the diagnosis index on specialchildren.about.com and pull a definition if it applies well to 

the child and helps a future volunteer better understand a particular child.   

http://specialchildren.about.com/od/gettingadiagnosis/tp/diagnosisa.htm 

For example: Childhood apraxia of speech (CAS) is a communication disorder in which a 

child can understand language and formulate words to say, but the brain is unable to move or 

coordinate the muscles of the mouth to speak those words. It is not a problem with the muscles 

but with the brain's ability to control them. CAS can improve with intensive speech therapy, and 

children with apraxia also often use sign language or communication devices to help them 

communicate while they struggle with speech.  - 

http://specialchildren.about.com/od/apraxia/g/CAS.htm 

My child has the following allergies and/or food sensitivities:  Be sure to note if a child has the potential 

for an anaphylaxis type of reaction.  Preparing for and reacting to a severe allergic reaction is different 

than a food sensitivity or recommended diet. 

My child’s main mode of functional communication is:  Find out how the child receives and 

communicates information.  Some kids primarily learn verbal and others require all input visually.  And 

some children are auditory learners yet struggle to communicate verbally themselves.  This information 

can be very useful to a teacher who can adjust or modify a lesson to appeal to a child’s particular learning 

style. 

The goals I have for my child’s development this coming year include (behavioral, social, academic, etc):  

It isn’t necessarily the church’s goal to further a child’s social or academic objectives.  But the children’s 

ministry team can learn a lot by asking this question to the parents.  If mom wants the child to try new 

things, then the church knows that mom will be pleased to see the child pushed a little outside their 

comfort zone to participate in an activity and interact with their peers.  On the other hand, if mom just 

wants the child to have a peaceful and enjoyable experience, then volunteers and buddies may not be so 

concerned about pushing a child to do anything they don’t want to do.  This part of the conversation is 

likely to reveal a lot about the child’s specific needs and capabilities.  And while the church may not be 

able to achieve all of the parents’ objectives, it really helps to know what the family’s hopes are for the 

child while he or she participates in the churches setting.  Church leaders can often do small things to help 

a child improve social skills and develop relationships with typical peers.   

My child has the following area(s) of interest:  Learning what a child loves is so important!  Find out what 

the child enjoys doing, talking about, and excels in and then use these topics and activities to engage a 

child or to help them feel comfortable.  Don’t gloss over this question!  Ask follow-up questions and 

expand on any insight the parents provide as to their child’s loves and consider ways to develop success 

strategies from this information.  
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By the way, it is not uncommon to learn that a child loves electronics.  Be sure to ask about the use of 

electronics.  Very often talking about or offering electronics in the church setting can be a problem if the 

child loves electronics so much that they can’t stop once they start.  Some kids fixate on electronics and 

struggle to participate in the environment once they see an iPhone, iPad, or similar device.  Teen buddies 

often need to be warned not to pull out their own iPhones and to stay off the topic of video games when 

working alongside their friend with special needs.   

My child can do these things independently:  Be sure to find out if the child can toilet independently.  If 

not, the church will need to create a policy for how to handle diapering/toileting needs for children over 

age 4 or 5.  You can also use this question to learn more about what other activities the child needs help 

with versus where they can be encouraged to do more independently.  Some children may appear to need 

help doing certain activities (like a craft) when they are capable of completing those exercises on their 

own. 

My child needs assistance with: The parent may reveal that the child needs help (or extra grace!) during 

specific times or activities in the children’s ministry setting.   In the course of the conversation, the person 

interviewing the parent should be asking questions to determine what type of assistance and what tools 

work for the child when they are in need of help.  Talk through each part of the schedule (playtime, story 

time, music, worship, snack, craft, gross motor play, transitions, small group, large group, peer 

interaction), prompting the parent to share any specific needs or tips for success during each of these 

settings. 

My child is uncomfortable with or has an aversion to: This is an important question to specifically ask!  

Ask the parent about how the child adjusts through transitions and if there is anything the child is 

especially fearful of.  Oftentimes, when this question is posed, the parent’s memory will be jogged and 

they’ll share another juicy tip for the children’s ministry team. 

If the child struggles with new environments, change, and transitions, this is a time to begin asking about 

the strategies that work that child.  The children’s ministry team may offer to do a tour of the church prior 

to Sunday morning programming or Vacation Bible School.  Ask the parents if providing a visual schedule 

or personal timer for the child would help through transitions.   

A trigger-point for resistance, frustration, or behavioral problem may emerge for my child when:  

Behavior is a means of communication.  And when we ask this question we learn ahead of time what a 

child may be trying to communicate when problematic behaviors surface.  By asking the question, we can 

learn how to prevent and manage those problems before they start.   Listening to the parents’ response, 

we can get a feel for a number of issues which may affect the placement of a child.  If a parent reveals that 

the child runs off as a way of expressing frustration, then we may opt to place the child in a more secure, 

self-contained special needs environment since the risk of elopement is higher.    

When/if my child experiences a period of frustration, he/she calms when we: Getting this information is 

so important!  Using calming strategies may keep an undesirable situation from turning into a 

catastrophe. 
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Doing/seeing/experiencing this one thing is an important part of my child’s routine:  A few children may 

have something important to their routine.   

My child (circle one) does/does not enjoy music.  This is the time to find out how a child might react to 

participating in the typical large group or typical worship experience.  Oftentimes a child will love to 

participate in music or worship so long as they have noise reduction earmuffs or another aid.  And then 

for some children, they do better when the music is presented on a smaller scale and inside a classroom, 

away from the lights, energy, and noise of a large group. 

My child seems most relaxed in settings (circle one) alone, with a few children, among many 

children 

My child (circle one) would/would not enjoy a large group worship experience:  Many kids who 

struggle with inclusion settings do well in typical large group environments.  And the reverse is true for 

other kids who struggle with sensory overload.  Large group worship and drama can be the source of great 

fun or tremendous frustration depending on the child and the day! 

My child is really picky about: 

My child may be trying to communicate their need for (describe) ______ when he/she exhibits the 

following behavior. Parents often reveal important pointers when asked this question.   

My child is prone to seizures (circle one) Yes/No  Always ask this question.  Learning the triggers and 

preventative measures for seizures for a specific child can be super helpful!   

My child’s behavior may indicate a medical problem requiring immediate attention when.  Again, asking 

question and listening through the answer is likely to reveal some helpful pointers to a child’s buddies and 

the children’s ministry leadership team.  Sometimes a child will exhibit a repetitive behavior or tick as a 

warning sign to a health problem (this is common for seizures).  

Other Information:  Give any additional information here.  

I have read this intake form and verify that the information is true.   

__________________________________    ___________________ 

Parent Signature     Date 

__________________________________ __________________ 

Interviewer Signature/Church Representative Date 


